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Synopsis

Wydick’s Plain English for Lawyers--now in its fifth edition--has been a favorite of law students, legal
writing teachers, lawyers, and judges for over 25 years.In January 2005, the Legal Writing Institute
gave Wydick its Golden Pen Award for having written Plain English for Lawyers. The Legal Writing
Institute is a non-profit organization that provides a forum for discussion and scholarship about legal
writing, analysis, and research. The Institute has over 1,300 members representing all of the
ABA-accredited law schools in the United States. lts membership also includes law teachers from
other nations, English teachers, and practicing lawyers.The LWI award states: 'Plain English for
Lawyers . . . has become a classic. Perhaps no single work has done more to improve the writing of
lawyers and law students and to promote the modern trend toward a clear, plain style of legal
writing.’In 2003 Wydick retired after 32 years on the law faculty of the University of California, Davis.
But he still teaches his favorite course -- a seminar in advanced legal writing for third-year law
students. For the past eight summers he has also lectured at the International Legislative Drafting
Institute presented in New Orleans by the Public Law Center, a joint venture of Tulane and Loyola
law schools. There the audience consists of lawyers and non-lawyers from abroad who earn their
living drafting legislation in many different languages. 'Teaching at the Institute,” Wydick says, ’is a
precious opportunity to learn how much we English-users have in common with people who write
laws in other languages.’How does the fifth edition of Plain English for Lawyers differ from its
predecessors? It remains (in size only!) a little book, small enough and palatable enough not to
intimidate over-loaded law students. 'Most of the text remains the same,” Wydick says, ’but in the
past seven years | ve learned some new things about writing in English, and | want to share that
with the readers.’ In addition, the exercises at the end of the chapters are different (a welcome
change for long-time teachers who are tired of the old ones). Finally, the teacher’'s manual includes

additional exercises that teachers can give to students who want or need extra practice.
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Customer Reviews

Richard C. Wydick is a professor of law at the University of California-Davis School of Law.

Still working through it, but saving my life in early Law School exams! Easy to read, easy to use!

Informative, easy read that makes sense. | hope all law schools would use or at least recommend
this to students. | hope all others in the law profession will read and use this books lessons. Simple,
straight forward writing is the best practice. Old fashioned ideas about layering legal writing with
heavy wordage is starting to become more enlightened. There should be no need to "hide" behind
the traditional "Blah...Blah...Blah". In this helpful book - research and writing as it should be

practiced.

The most clear and concise guide for legal writing out there today.

Well, of the dozen or so I've read. The other two would be Writing to Win by Steve Stark, and Legal
Writing in Plain English by Bryan Garner.This book is barely 100 pages and packs such a punch. It
contains 18 different exercises that test you on the lessons taught (with an answer key for

guidance). That was the best part of the book. The lessons themselves are great too.

I've often been complimented on my writing. However, my writing has previously been the areas of
creative or business writing. Legal writing is a whole different beast. While | have still received
compliments on my writing in law school, this book has definitely helped me refine my writing
significantly. After reading this book (well, portions of it, as | have not read the whole thing yet) many
of the pitfalls in my own writing became blatantly obvious. Styles that work well when writing

creatively can hinder legal writing. This book definitely helps.

| don’t agree with every stylistic choice Mr. Wydick makes (the Oxford comma must GO), but this is

a well laid out, nicely written short book that covers all the bases. The exercises are interesting and



iluminating. On the whole, a must-read if you are in this line of work.

This book was recommended by my law teacher. It is indeed a must have book for those who have

little experience in legal writing.

Easy read with great advice!
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